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for FIC to consider the investment requirements associated with the full integration of cloud based 
technology with unified communication and collaboration systems, given the efficiencies that such 
systems could deliver. 

In 2017, the Charity Commission acknowledged that the constitution of the charity needs updating and is 

no longer not fit for purpose in the 21 st Century. The Constitution Working Group has begun the process

of considering amendments necessary to WPCC's constitutional framework to enhance WPCC's ability 
to achieve its fundamental purpose of preserving, protecting and enhancing the Commons for the 
purposes of exercise and recreation. 

The Constitution Working Group is supported by two barristers on a pro-bono basis, one of whom brings 
specialist knowledge of charity law and the other expertise in commons and open spaces. The group is 

exploring various ways in which amendments could be introduced to the constitution. The Board has not 
yet f0rm2!!y considered the m::_:ittP.r ;rnrl in ornP-r to deliberate such a decision. a detailed evaluation of the 

various issues that might be addressed through the various processes would need to be undertaken. 

1-ollowing the 2018 Conservator Elections, the Chci, ily Cur111nission wrote to the Doard (in late April 2018) 

advising that it had received complaints relating to the conduct of the charity's elections and requested 
rP.sponses to a number of questions that the Charity Commission was investigating. The Conservators 
provided a detailed response to the Charity Commission and, in response, the Charity Commission 
confirmed that it would address the matter within the report of the existing Statutory Inquiry. As part of the 

process, the Board recognised the benefit in clarifying the rules for the elections and in October 2018, the 
Board agreed new draft guidelines for the management of the triennial elections including the role of the 
Returning Officer and scrutineers as well as guidance for candidates, incumbent Conservators and 

officials of WPCC. 

Natural and Cultural Heritage 

In September 2018, WPCC received two Gold Awards in the annual London in Bloom 'Common of the 

Year' category of the London in Bloom competition: one for Wimbledon Common and the other for Putney 

Lower Common. In addition, Wimbledon Common won the coveted 'Commons of the Year Award 2018', 
a reflection of the expertise, dedication and relentless effort of staff and volunteers. 

A significant partnership project has been the collaboration with the South East Rivers Trust involving 

works to rejuvenate and restore 1.3km of Beverley Brook on Wimbledon Common. The Brook, like many 

of London's rivers, has been heavily modified in lhe past leaving it with little variation in 
flow and depth and, consequently, there is little habitat diversity for fish and aquatic invertebrates. The 

project replicating similar works to the Brook in Richmond Park has introduced natural processes into the 
stream which will enable the river to 'self-heal' ,md become a fully functioning riverine ecosystem. The 

woodland canopy has also been opened to allow light into the brook, essential for the new habitats to 
develop, providing important shelter and refuges for wildlife. Funded through two external grants provided 
by ihe Er1vi1un,r18nt Agency and Landfin Tax Grants and supported b,' !'J3turai Eng!2nd, over £·!00.000 

has been invested in this major restoration project. 

As part of the work to support the production of a Land Management Plan, WPCC was successful in 
obtaining a grant from the Forestry Commission towards the production of a woodland management plan. 
This plan sets out a vision for achieving sustainable and diverse (structure and species) woodlands of 

predominately native trees mixed with glades and wetlands which provide both amenity and biodiversity 
and complements the acidic grassland management plan supporting this Countryside Stewardship 
Scheme. The woodland management plan enabled an application to be made for a Countryside 

Stewardship Grant with the Forestry Commission and the WPCC was awarded a grant of £23,000 per 

annum for five years commencing in January 2019, towards enhancement of the Commons' designation 
as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 

Access and Recreation

One of the priorities identified by the newly constituted Board has been the need to consider the long

term funding of the Commons, particularly the need for ongoing investment to support the assets and 
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