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Summary: 

Introduction ï The Annual Conservation Report for 2022/23 provides a summary of 

the conservation, volunteering and public engagement activities that have taken 

place on the Commons from 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023. (Page 5)  

Heathland Management ï Lowland heathland is an internationally important 

landscape which is listed as a priority habitat for conservation in the UK Biodiversity 

Action Plan. Since 1953, 364.5 hectares of the Commonsô total area of 461 hectares 

have been designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) due to the 

presence of European dry heaths and North Atlantic wet heaths with crossed leaved 

heath. (Page 6) 

Heathland Management - At the current time, there are approximately 20 hectares 

of heathland on Wimbledon and Putney Commons and these areas are managed 

under the prescriptions of a Higher Tier Countryside Stewardship (CS) agreement 

with Natural England. (Page 8)   

Heathland Management - From 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023, heathland 

management on the Commons included the coppicing of semi-mature invasive trees 

on two heathland sites, the control of invasive scrub, multiple areas of the heathland, 

bracken bruising on multiple heathland sites, the maintenance of fire breaks on all 

areas of heathland, heather cutting on one area of heathland and stump grinding on 

two areas of heathland. (Page 8) 

Heathland Management ï Management of invasive trees (Page 9) 

Heathland Management ï Control of invasive scrub (Page 10) 

Heathland Management - Bracken bruising (Page 12) 

Heathland Management - Managing the threat of heathland fires (Page 13) 

Heathland Management - Heather cutting (Page 14) 

Heathland Management ï Stump grinding (Page 15) 

Grassland Management ï In total, there are 37 different areas of grassland on 

Wimbledon and Putney Commons. These areas include sports fields, cricket 

grounds, a golf course, amenity grassland, road verges and areas of natural or semi-

natural grassland. (Page 16) 

Grassland Management - During 2022, external contractors were hired to cut and 

collect vegetation from eight grassland sites on Wimbledon and Putney Commons 

and the WPCC Maintenance Team carried a similar programme of work on five of 

the Commons smaller grassland sites. (Page 17) 

Woodland Management - Woodland is the largest habitat type recorded across the 

whole area of Wimbledon and Putney Commons, covering approximately 291.89 

hectares. (Page 19)   
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Woodland Management ï For the Commonsô SSSI designation, woodland is a 

notified interest feature of this site and therefore managed in accordance with 

Natural England (NE) and Forestry Commission (FC) guidelines. (Page 19) 

Woodland Management - At the current time, the Commonsô woodland 

management programme is carried out under the guidance of a Higher Tier 

Countryside Stewardship (CS) agreement. This management agreement has been 

jointly agreed by the Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators, the Forestry 

Commission and Natural England. (Page 20) 

Woodland Management ï From 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023, woodland 

operations on the Commons included holly thinning, ride management, the provision 

of deadwood habitats, woodland thinning and the creation of glades, tree planting, 

tree safety, the provision of public information and the positioning of woodland bird 

boxes. (Page 21)  

Woodland Management ï Holly thinning (Page 22) 

Woodland Management ï Ride Management (Page 23) 

Woodland Management ï Provision of deadwood habitats (Page 24) 

Woodland Management ï Woodland thinning (Page 26) 

Woodland Management ï Creation of woodland glades (Page 28) 

Woodland Management ï Tree safety work (Page 29) 

Woodland Management ï Tree planting (Page 31) 

Pond Management ï There are currently nine ponds on the Commons of differing 

depths, sizes and settings. Five of the Commons ponds are located on Wimbledon 

Common and four are located on Putney Heath. (Page 32) 

Pond Management - From 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023, work on and around the 

Commons ponds included scrub clearance at Bluegate Gravel Pit, refurbishment of 

two floating platforms at Kingsmere, refurbishment of two duck tubes at Kingsmere 

and the thinning of Turkey oaks around the edge of Curling Pond. (Page 33) 

Pond Management - On inspection, a year after temporary fencing had been 

positioned in one section of Hookhamslade Pond and one section of Scio Pond, this 

initiative appeared to have been successful in protecting flora and fauna in these 

areas. (Page 34) 

The Beverley Brook ï Although no major projects were carried out along the 

Beverley Brook during the past year, from 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023, volunteers 

continued to litter pick along the Wimbledon Common section of the brook every 

three weeks and invasive non-native species including Himalayan balsam (Impatiens 

gladulifera) and Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) were controlled. (Page 35) 
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The restoration of Valley Mires ï On Wimbledon Common there are three valley 

mire systems which include Farm bog, Stag bog and Ravine bog. During 2022/23 

work was carried out at Farm Bog and Stag Bog. (Page 36) 

Putney Lower Common - In addition to the routine tasks that were carried out on 

Putney Lower Common between 1 April 2022 and 31 March 2023, other work 

included the creation of a small woodland glade, the restoration of the Beverley 

Brook footbridge and the planting of a small orchard. (Page 37)  

Putney Lower Common ï Putney Lower Common Orchard (Page 38) 

Management of Invasive non-native species on the Commons (Oak 

Processionary Moth/OPM, Japanese knotweed and Himalayan balsam) ï (Pages 

39-43) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï From 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023, the 

Commons volunteering programme went from strength to strength. While it is difficult 

to know exactly how many hours are contributed to the Commons each year, the 

number of known hours for the past year have amounted to a total of 8,030 volunteer 

hours which is an increase of 2541 hours from the previous year. (Page 44) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï Sunday morning scrub bashers (Page 45) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï Mid-week Volunteer Estate Team (Page 46) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï Beverley Brook Volunteer Group (Page 47) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï Single visit volunteer group (Page 49) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï Duke of Edinburgh Award volunteers (Page 50) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï Volunteering Wildlife Recording (Page 51) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï Events volunteers (Page 52) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï Work Experience volunteers (Page 53) 

Volunteering on the Commons ï Farm Bog volunteers (Page 53) 

London in Bloom ï As part of the annual London in Bloom event, during 2022, 

Putney Lower Common and Wimbledon Common were both presented with Gold 

Awards. Wimbledon Common was also voted as London Common of the year. (Page 

54) 

References ï (Page 56) 
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Introduction 

The Annual Conservation Report provides a summary of the conservation and 

volunteering activities that have taken place on the Commons from 1 April 2022 to 31 

March 2023. Looking back over the various reports, diary entries and newsletters 

that were produced during this period, despite the prolonged drought of 2022 and the 

ongoing pressure of large numbers of visitors to the site, there is still a great deal to 

celebrate. In terms of managing the Commons various habitats, during 2022, some 

notable successes have included the expansion of our programme of grassland 

management, widescale restoration of the Commons heathland through scrub 

bashing and the continuation of holly thinning, ride management and the creation of 

glades around various parts of the Commons woodland.  

In addition to these activities, we have also re-established another important habitat 

that has not been recorded anywhere on the Commons since the beginning of the 

twentieth century. Created as part of the Queenôs Green Canopy tree planting 

initiative, during the early part of 2023, a small orchard consisting of 12 fruit trees (6x 

apple, 3x pear and 3x cherry) was planted on Putney Lower Common. All the trees 

were funded through local donations and if all goes to plan, this orchard may be 

extended in the future to include even more varieties of fruit trees on Putney Lower 

Common. 

Another very important piece of work that has been carried out over the past year 

has been the preparation of the Commonsô Land Management Plan. The Commonsô 

Land Management Plan has been written to provide a pro-active management 

framework which highlights the special qualities of the Commons, the importance of 

its landscape and to identify those areas of the site that are vulnerable or require 

additional attention. This plan has been designed for anyone who has an interest in 

the future management of the Commons. The Commons Land Management Plan 

will remain an active document which is periodically reviewed and revised as 

required and the ongoing use of this plan will always consider new and innovative 

ideas on how the Commons can be conserved and enhanced in the future.  

The Commonsô Land Management Plan is both aspirational and ambitious and will 

direct the management of the Commons natural resources in a way that has never 

been undertaken on this site before. The success of the Land Management Plan 

relies upon the cooperation and involvement of everyone who works, volunteers, or 

simply cares about the Commons and their future prosperity. Over the past year, a 

considerable amount of time has been spent by staff and volunteers on the 

preparation of this plan and while there is still a little more work left to be done before 

it is fully completed, we are confident that it will be available for people to view in the 

very near future.     
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Heathland Management 

 

Heathland located between Green Ride and Centre (2022). 

Lowland heathland is an internationally important landscape which is listed as a 

priority habitat for conservation in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. It is comprised of 

a mosaic of habitats that are found on impoverished, acidic soils (pH 3.4 to 6.5) 

which occur in areas with mild temperatures and regular rainfall. The landscape in 

which lowland heathland can be found is characteristically open and dominated by 

low growing vegetation, with areas of bare ground, wetland, and scrub. 

As a result of their ecological importance, most areas of heathland in the UK have 

been designated as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). This designation is 

awarded to areas that are valuable in terms of the flora, fauna, physiological or 

geological features which they support, and they are provided with a high level of 

legal protection.      

In 1953, 364.5 hectares of the Commonsô total area of 461 hectares were designated 

as a SSSI due to the presence of European dry heaths and North Atlantic wet heaths 

with cross leaved heath (Erica tetralix). In 1986, the Wimbledon Common SSSI was 

re-designated, and the same area was also notified as a Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) for the qualifying features of North Atlantic wet heaths, 

European dry heaths and the presence of Stag beetle (Lucanus cervus). 
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The Wimbledon and Putney Commons SSSI/SAC includes all the land apart from the 

Richardson Evans Memorial Playing Fields that is registered to the Wimbledon and Putney 

Commons Conservators and is located south of the A3 trunk road. Part of the same 

Wimbledon Common SSSI/SAC also extends into an area of ground that forms part of the 

Royal Wimbledon Golf Course. 
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At the current time, there are approximately 20 hectares (50 acres) of heathland on 

Wimbledon and Putney Commons. Apart from small areas of heathland that are 

located around the edge of the Wimbledon Common Golf Course or near the 

southern end of Memorial Ride, most of the Commonsô heathland is located east of 

the Inner Windmill Road and Windmill Ride South, and on the central area of Putney 

Heath, north of the Windmill. 

Since the re-designation of the Wimbledon Common SSSI in 1986, there have been 

various management agreements in place to help protect the Commonsô remaining 

areas of heathland. At the current time, the Commonsô heathland is managed under 

the prescriptions of a Higher Tier Countryside Stewardship (CS) agreement with 

Natural England.  

At the operational level, management under the prescriptions the CS agreement 

include the following objectives. 

¶ There should be no loss of heathland which should cover between 50% 

and 70% of the identified areas of the Commons. 

¶ Restoration of lowland heathland on degraded sites dominated by scrub 

and grass. 

¶ Reduce accumulated nutrients and expose heather seed bank. 

¶ Removal of invasive trees from heathland sites to achieve a maximum 

cover of between 15% and 20%. 

¶ Develop a heather and gorse mosaic of age structure through all four 

stages of growth to promote wildlife diversity. 

¶ Collect heather seed in October from existing stands for use both on the 

Commons and on request from other heathland sites. 

¶ Control purple moor grass (Molinia caerulea). 

¶ Control pernicious weeds such as creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), 

common ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) and hogweed (Heracleum 

sphondylium). 

¶ Control bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) where it threatens flora. 

¶ Control water loss from wet heath by blocking drainage channels. 

¶ Maintain fire breaks. 

Heathland Management operations from 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023.  

From 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023, heathland management on the Commons 

included the coppicing of semi-mature invasive trees on two heathland sites, the 

control of invasive scrub on multiple heathland sites, bracken bruising, the 

maintenance of fire breaks, heather cutting and stump grinding. 
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Management of invasive trees 

As noted by Chatters (2021), if left unmanaged, open habitats such as heathland 

and grassland will soon be colonised by trees, converting these open areas into 

closed canopy woodland within a few short decades. To ensure there is no further 

loss of heathland on the Commons, selected semi mature trees, especially silver 

birch (Betula pendula) and Turkey oak (Quercus cerris) are periodically cut back on 

various areas of the Commonsô heathland. This work is always completed outside of 

the recognised UK bird nesting season (1 March to 31 July) and as far as practical, 

all cut materials are used for other conservation tasks around the site. 

During winter 2022, invasive trees were cut back on two areas of heathland. These 

areas are located close to the southern end of Ladies Mile on Putney Heath and on 

heathland adjacent to Green Ride and Memorial Ride on Wimbledon Common. 

While the work near Ladies Mile was fairly limited in scale and only required the 

removal of a small number of misshapen silver birch and Turkey oak, the area of 

heathland near Green Ride and Memorial Ride required a far greater amount of 

work.  

Despite being noted on the Commons maps as an area of heathland, over the years, 

the area which is located within the boundaries of Green Ride, Memorial Ride and 

Centre Path have become increasingly colonised by a large amount of tree cover. As 

some of these trees have reached an impressive size, in the case of the English 

oaks (Quercus robur) in particular, it made very little sense, either ecologically or 

aesthetically, to remove these trees from the Commonsô landscape. As a result, the 

decision was made to approach the management of the Commonsô heathland in 

these areas by targeting species such as the invasive non-native Turkey oak for 

removal and thinning other trees to allow room for those that remain to better 

develop in the future. This form of landscape management is comparable to the 

management of a type of habitat that is known as wood pasture. According to the 

Woodland Trust (2023) landscapes that are comprised of wood pasture or parkland 

often provide a mixture of habitats including scrub and dense woodland groves, to 

more open grassland or heathland with scattered trees. 

By thinning dense areas of tree cover that have become established on heathland 

sites, it is anticipated that using techniques such as pollarding, which involves the 

periodic cutting of upper branches to encourage regrowth of dense foliage at the top 

of the tree will, over time, help to create veteran and ancient trees on the Commons 

while also helping to provide suitable conditions for heathland plants and associated 

wildlife to thrive.       
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The creation of wood pasture near Memorial Ride 

Control of invasive scrub  

As noted in Natural Englandôs publication entitled, The Scrub Management 

Handbook (2006), scrub is difficult to define. It continues however that óscrub is most 

often described as being dominated by shrubs and bushes, though they may include 

young or small trees (usually less than 5 metres tall), and so height and growth form 

are used to separate scrub from woodlandô. Scrub provides a wide range of benefits 

for wildlife including nectar, seeds, fruits, shelter and nest sites for invertebrates, 

mammals, and birds. Where scrub occurs on heathland it can however be a problem 

as, if left unmanaged, it will eventually lead to the development of woodland.   

On the Commons heathland, the control of invasive scrub, otherwise known as scrub 

bashing, is carried out by various groups of volunteers. These include the Commonsô 

stalwart group of Sunday morning scrub bashers who were established in 2015 and 

meet on two occasions each month and other groups of volunteers who often help 

as part of their organisationôs commitment to community volunteering. During the 

past year, these groups have included volunteers from Natural England, Defra, local 

schools, and other organisations that are local to the Commons.  

From 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023, a total of 56 organised volunteer scrub bashing 

sessions were held on the Commons heathland. As volunteer scrub bashing 

activities had been dramatically reduced during the COVID-19 lockdowns of 2020 

and 2021, the addition of so many extra volunteers between 1 April 2022 and 31 
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March 2023 was of immense benefit in tackling the spread of new growth that had 

appeared all over the heathland during this time. From 1 April 2022 to 31 March 

2023, scrub bashing was carried out by volunteers on multiple areas around Putney 

Heath and on a large area of heathland adjacent to Memorial Ride and Green Ride 

on Wimbledon Common.  

While the management of the Commons heathland could not be carried out to such 

a high level without the involvement of volunteers, it should be noted that there is 

also a great deal of follow-up work that is required from the Commonsô Maintenance 

Team. This work routinely involves the removal of cut materials either by chipping or 

for use as dead hedging elsewhere on site and making safe hundreds of small tree 

stumps that are left behind after each volunteer session.  

To save the Maintenance Team a little time and to help protect a temporary pool on 

the heathland, during 2023, a large amount of cut saplings were used to create a 

dead hedge or barrier around one flooded area of heathland. This dead hedge will 

provide a useful way to prevent disturbance on at least one wetland site on the 

Commons and similar activities are planned for other parts of the Commonsô 

heathland in the future. 

 

WPCC Maintenance Team carrying out stump treatment work following a volunteer 

event on Putney Heath. 
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Bracken Bruising 

As noted by Chatters (2021) óhistorically, bracken was regarded as one of the more 

valuable products of the heath: the fronds provided thatch and fuel, as well as winter 

bedding for livestock and consequently manure for the fields.ô Today, bracken is 

viewed more in terms of the problematic qualities that it provides.  

In ecological terms, bracken should be regarded as a habitat in its own right as it 

provides a source of food and shelter for many different species of invertebrates. 

Found in most heathland landscapes, if left un-managed, bracken can however 

become invasive and dominate large areas of ground. To help manage the spread of 

bracken over the Commonsô heathland, each year, the Commonsô Maintenance 

Team carry out bracken bruising. This work is carried out during July and August and 

involves using a bracken bruising roller that crushes the stem of the bracken causing 

it to bleed with the intention of weakening the underground rhizome system. While 

this piece of kit is usually towed behind an all-terrain vehicle, for our purposes it has 

been modified by the Maintenance Team and attached to the front of a ride on 

mower. This enables the operator to have better control over the machinery, avoiding 

large tree stumps or depressions in the ground that may be hidden amongst the 

heathland vegetation. As bracken bruising by hand can be very time consuming, the 

use of the bracken bruising roller has enabled us to cover large areas of the 

Commons heathland in a relatively short time. This method of heathland 

management will remain an active part of the Commons long-term heathland 

management programme. 

 

Bracken bruising on heathland near Memorial Ride on Wimbledon Common. 


