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Summar y:

| nt r od o The Anmual Conservation Report for 2022/23 provides a summary of
the conservation, volunteering and public engagement activities that have taken
place on the Commons from 1 April 2022 to 31 March 2023. (Page 5)

Heat hl and Marnaogvd menmdt heat hl and is an i1 nternat
| andsceamhe iwhili sted as a priority habitat for
ActionSiPlcaen.1953, 364.5 hectares of the Comm
have bdesngnateteasf 86Bentaf{8S)Hdueet st he
presence of European dry heatwids hamcd oNacretdh | Aete
hea{ Pa6@)e

Heat hl and MaA&tgéementurrent time, there are a
of heathl and aonmf® uWinmebyl eCobommons and these area:
under the prescriptions of a HCB&Jgeare elmeenrt Cou
with Natural &ngland. (Page

Heat hl and Mt kFaoglkmemr il 2022 to 31 March 2023
management on the Coammomiscii mpd tuidregle ihihveasi v e
on two heathland sites,, timel copteobadreésiofvas
bracken bruising osn trewl,t itphlee nhae antthelnaamdc e of
areas of heathland, heather cutting on one a
t wo reas ofPa&a®et hl and
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Grassl and Manageameamnmntl , there are 37 different
Wi mbl edon and Putney Commons. These areas 1in
grounds, a golf course, amenity gr asssleamd, r
natur al .dPraagde$l and

Grassl and MamDagemgnt2022, exterhniarlecdudtnoamact or
coll ect vegetatiom fewvVmméi gdbngrnadsPandey Co
and theM&&PRCenancaeediesmmi | ar programme of wo
the Commons smaller drffjassl and sites. (Page

Woodl and Man&geméand is the | argest habitat
whol e area of Wi mbledon amgd aPptrmey m@d rehgyn 2,9 1
hectaresl.9y (Page



Woodl and ManigFgppeamdarmte Commons6 SSSI designatic
notified interest feature of this site and t
Natur al Engl and (NE) and Forestry¥®¥g@o mmi ssi on
Woodl and ManaAgeméaet current time, the Commons
management programme is carried out wunder th

Countryside (SX®guraega@amédintp. Thi s management agr
jointly agreed by the Wi mbledon aRdr st mngy C
Commi ssion and Nat Wwrfal England. (Page

Woodl and ManigcFgeme it Apr il 2022 to 31 March 2«
operations on the Commons included holly thi
of deadwood habitats, woodlahdgthdesingraerdp
tree safety, the provision of public informa

boxes. 2QPage
Woodl and Maniadpd mentt hi 2i ng ( Page
Woodl an Ma nieRg edlme iMtanage me3nt ( Page

Woodl an Ma nfiedPg eomenrsto f deadwood2Babitats (Page
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Woodl and Mandagemermtt anting (Page 31)

Pond Managdg@&mernd are currently nine ponds on

depths, sizes and settings. Five of the Comn
Common and four are | ocat3€d on Putney Heat h.
Pond ManagkEmemtl April 2022 to ahld Maroauum d2 @ h3e
Commons ponds included scrub clearance at BI
two floating platforms at Kingsmere, refurbi
and the thinninrgowtilhdel ueckgepe wofakGurédJ ng Pond.

Pondanagem®Ontinspection, a year after tempor
positioned in one section of Hookhamsl| ade Po

initiative appesaurcecflerstsoi hapeobeeni ngt hkbeea an

arefqadPage

The Bever lieAyl tBiroouogkh prroo jmeacjtosr wer e carried out
Beverl ey Brook during the past yeawplunomets
continued to | iWitmbrl ediomk Caolmmogbtslee k i enwe oy t |
three weeks anndatiinwea ssipveec ineosn i nc | udpartg ehhismal
gl adulainflepanese Kiirat Jjaepgodnewe a e c o ntPrad@l®l e d .



The restorationi @nf Wiamhldleegdadwi r@smmon t here ar
mire systems which include FaDmrbog, 2822¢ 2Bo
work was carried out atP&&eém Bog and Stag Bo

Put neyerLoGo mmonn addi ti on to the routine tasks
Putney Lower Common between 1 OQAtphrerl wdr2k2 and
included the creation of a small woodl and gl
Brook footbridgefaadsmheée!| pb3ajohandg. (Page

Putney Loweri PGdmmogn Lower Commo3d Orchard ( Pac

Managememvasifvéahowe species on@k he Commons
Processionar,yapManbs O©PkKnot weed anid( Magnal ayan
39 3)

Vol unteering oniRrhem Clb mapornisl 2022 to 31 Marc
Commons volunteering programme went from str
to know exactly how many hours are contribut
nunebr kmfown hours for the past ogfea8, A¥ ev @almomu
hours which is an increase of 2544 hours fro

Vol unteering oniSthred &y mmommsi ng scAd®b bashers
Vol unteering oni NMihdee eCko moolnusnt eer E4fate Team
Vol unteeri mgnmnomerweerCl ey Brook Vol4duhteer Gro
Vol unt eoenr itrhge Commormgd e visit volddnt eer group
Vol unteering oniDk@whke Cofmmodcisnbur gh Awalrd vol u
Vol unteering oni\MdleunnCtoarammoinrsg Wi( IP&lgigf e Recor d
Vol unteering oniHwventCo mmolnsdbt2eer s ( Page

Vol unteering oni Wdrek COxmmrmisence Pl unteers (
Vol unteering oniHéarem CBagnownas!| usnyt eer s ( Page

London i ni ABIl @pamt of the annual London in Bl c
Putney Lower Common and Wi mbledon Common wer
Awards. Wi mbledon Common was al so voted as L
53
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Introducti on

ThAnnual Conservation Report provides a sumnm
volunteering activities that have taken pl ac
March R&&@Bing back over the various reports,
t hewerper odddcur i ng t,dies ptpleeei prdol onged drought o
ongoing pfebauvuge numbers of visitors to the
cel eblrmtteer ms of managing the Commosnssmevari ou
not abl e shuacvcee sisnecsl uded the expansion of our
management, widescale restoration of the Con
bashamdg) t he c¢ omtoilnwa ttihaodrenammagrageméhe creati o
gl acdeund various pmg twood|l arhde. Commo

Il n addi e s$ ®na¢,twev ihtaiveeseasltsadb lrieshed another | mp
t hat has not been recorded anywhere on the C
twentietRCreaacedpygrt of the Queends Green Can
initiative, during the early part of 6023, a
appBg,ear 3acnhderry) was planted on Putney Lowe
were funded throughal bcgloedothlait pbapc hadd i f
extended i nhot hpecvieomd @ e ev aorfi eftriveist trees on Pu
Common.

Anotwhweryortant piece of work that has been ¢
has been the preparation of thelh@onoadrson sL an
Land Management Plan has baenhi we i hmamreagememptr o
framewor k which hi gahlliitg hetss otfh et hsep eCcoimamo ngsu, t |
its |l andscape and to identify those areas of
dditional attention. This plan has been des
h future management oniontshel aCrodnnanrsa g efrheen tC o
I remain an active document which i s peri
uired and the ongoing use of this plan wi
as on how the Commons can be conserved an
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e Commonsd Land Management Plan is both as
rect the management of the Commons natur al
en undertaken on this site before. The suc
|l ies upoatitbe aovodpenvol vementvolfurtteeyodne

mply cares about the Commons and their fut
considaemabht of time has been spent by staff
prepar atiisloapn odnd hwhg | st itlhlerae | ttot lbebmdme ewor
i tfulsly c,onmpd earead confi dent that it wil!.l be
very near future.
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Heat hl and Management

Heat hll amat ed Greetewme afhidd eC €2n0t 2 2e

Lowland heathland is an internationally i mpo
priority habitat for conservatliton si rc otmpe i Bk ¢
a mosaic of habitats that arepHo@md60®m)i mpov
whhcoccur in areas with mild temperatures an
which | owland heathland can be found is char
|l ow growing vegetation,wesiltehn da,rsecarsulo.f bare g

As a resiwlctogofcat he mpmostanareasi noft hhee al kh | haanvde
been desi §naoefedSpaesci al ScienfThfscdkestgnast o
awarded toanwalasallheati n terms of the flora,
geol ogi cawhifeeradtuprpegsnd ,t hey are provided with
| egal protection.

I n 1953, 364.5 hectares of the Commonsdé tot a
as a $9®SItodthe presence of European dry heat
with cross (Eraivea Ithetait3d8 6 x )t. he Wi mbl edon Co mi
reesi gnaantde d,he same moteiafsivead Seplexca al Area of
Conservation ($A@) nfgjorf eaheargsalof North Atl an
European dry heaths and {hecpneseneevat) Stag



MA - C Wimbledon Common SSSI/SAC
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Legend
Zs«s of Special Scientific Interest (England) L i l

ymin = 153700

s = 529100

ymax = 176400

wap produced by MAGIC ta 20 Apnl, L0,

Crpyright resdes weh the dets mgpliers snd the
m3p musz not b reproducad withsut ther permizgon,
Seme informaticn in NAGIC ix » snazehot of the
miormaticn that 1= being maimaned o continuslly
wpdamd by the onginathg organisadon, Please refer

ta for deeals ae

= the meradsl wfarmuban may be
{lzzmtrve or regresentatve rather than cefintive o
iz sage

The Wimbledon and Putney Commons SSSI/SAC includes all the land apart from the
Richardson Evans Memorial Playing Fields that is registered to the Wimbledon and Putney
Commons Conservators and is located south of the A3 trunk road. Part of the same
Wimbledon Common SSSI/SAC also extends into an area of ground that forms part of the
Royal Wimbledon Golf Course.



At the current ti me, ther é58r acfaplpd atxh Iman ¢ | ¢
Wi mbl edon and PuAmeryt Caroro nasr.eas of heat hl an
|l ocated aroundWitmmkel edge O©6édmmdhe Gol f Cour se o
southern end of Memori al Ri de, most of the C
the I nner Wi ndmill Road and Wi ndmil |l Ride So
Heat h, north of the Wi ndmild!|

Since -dehziigoeatof t he Wi mbledon Common SSSI i

various management agreements in place to he
areas of Ateatthée andrrent time, the Commonsd h
the prescriptionstofysaddi $hewaTidehwmi@ohfCS) ag
Natur al Engl and.
At the operational | evel, management wunder t
include the following objectives.

T There should be no | oss of heathland whi

and 70% oft itfhe di caeg eas of the Commons.

T Restoration of | owland heathland on degr

and grass.

T Reduce accumul ated nutrients and expose

T Removal of i nvasive trees from heathl anda
cover of b5b% tawede N2 01%.

9T Devel op a heather and gorse mosaic of ag
stages of growth to promote wildlife diwv

T Collect heather seed in Octobert hferom exi
Commoawsd on request from other heathl and

T Contrrodl eoumodg™Modgrnaassa. caerul ea)

T Control pernicious weedLLisschmarvreas® i n
common r@aygevoedi o0 aadobadw@eEaedcl eum
sphondyl i um)

T Control (bPriaelaikueem aqwhierienuimt) t hreatens fl or

f Control water |l oss from wet heath by bl o

T Maintain fire breaks.

Heat hl and Management operations from 1 Apri/l

Frolm April 2022 to 31 March 2023, heathl and
i ncl udedp gihei n-gmadbtireemnvasi ve trees on two h
contr ol of T mMmudshwdtehtmamld ent es,t heracken bru

mai nt enance dfeaftihreea alwrdedwsimn ggr i ndi ng



Management of i1 nvasive trees

As noted bgO0OEZiliptltedrns uhmanaged, open habitat:
and grassland will soon be colonised by tree
closed canopy woodl and wIliot heinns uar ef etwh esrheo rits dne
ss of heathl and ean etdhes e®@0 mmad up &8 d wleleys

r(cBhet ul a gnredh dTuu rak) Qy eocackrsar &) peri odically <cu
ri ous areas of thé@&hCemmonkdoi Beat wWasgsdcompl
e recognised UK birdt me3t i hyl ys)easmd gsl fMarr
| cut materials are used for other conseryv

- 09 T O

nNg winheaskP0é&2trees were cut haclkhesr two
s arel bseeatedthe sout her nt reenyd hbefa tlha da neds
hl and adjacent to Green Ride and Memori a

il e the work near Ladiesamd | eplyaisr écitrheg I
%
a
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ad malfl anumber of mi sshapen stihlev earr ebai rocfh
nd near Green Ride anfdagMemdreirala mRiuchd rod

Despite being noted ommtrheed Cloenamomisa méhlps wesar
the area which is | ocated within the boundar
Centre Weaaeboimacr eacsolnognbiysead | ar ge amowWrst of t
some of t hesee atcreeedsi npar essi ve staéaEengliinsh he c:
oask( Quer cud nr @haurt)i cul ar, 1t made very Ilittle
aesthetically, to remove theseAsraesefubm, th
deci sion was made to approach the management
t see areas by targetiinmgv agpoenca teisv es ulcuhr kaesy tohaek
removal and thinning otlhee thadsregoaeainl ow r o
devel op i nThti se fhamdmwmdampage msesnttcompatrleebl e t o

management fofhabittygpte tohat i s Aooomtiddéameg wood p
Woodl and Trust (2023) | andscapes that are co
often provide a mixture of habitats includin
more open grassl|l amds omat therad dh | tamae swv.i t

By thinning decoeotclhatralsavé beeeme establishe
sites, it isusammgicbinpgued sBhagh whs choli hamndiveg
periodic cutting of wupper branchge ato temec otuo
of thwi,tdlreere ti me, hel pand antceiaeenst tvheet eGoammo n s
whil e also helping to provide suiatsasnlce adcemdd i
wildlife to thrive



The c¢cr eadadnp andetawwr eMe mor i al Ri de
Control of invasive scrub

As noted in Natur al Engl andds publication en
Handbook (2006), scrub is difficult to defin
often described as being dominated by shrubs and bushes, though they may include

young or small trees (usually less than 5 metres tall), and so height and growth form

are used to separ at eScrabcprovides afwiderangenbberdfitsa n d 6 .

for wildlife including nectar, seeds, fruits, shelter and nest sites for invertebrates,
mammals, and birds. Wher e scrub occurs on heathland it
as, iIf left unmanaged, it will eventually Ie

On the Commons$ hkpeaohtaotd, obt hevesseeksownbas
bashisggcarried out by varTihoeusse cglruoduep st hoef Groonhnu
stal wart group of Sundwalyo meemeée ngstsabluibs head hie
meet on two occasions each monthoBndnohékp g
as part of their organisationds Daommigt néet t

past year, these groups have incl uded ovcoalunt
schoahd, other organisations that are |l ocal t
From 1 April 202 2a ttoo 8&ll dvialy acrhi Lad Bvuobl ubnatsehei rn g

sessiweme dreltdhe CommonAs healt hhntaeer scrub bas
activities had beenrdmagmathi@OLIONY Rrdeodvinsse b fd L2 (
and 2021, themadkitiroalbmntoéess bet ween 1 April

M N



Mar ch wals230f | mmense bemsefioddinne w agcrkol wtnhg tthhaet

appeared all over the mream hli dhpk ORWLr itrog 3tlh iM=a 1
2023, scrub bashing was matl t i pdaerooautneda yP uvtonl euyn
Heath and on a | arge area of heathland adjac
on Wi mbl edon Common.

Whil e the management of t hneo tCobnemocnasr rhieeadt hol uatn
a high | evel without the involvement of wvolu

al so a greatupmphveak ofteagtudirkeodw from t he Commons
Team. This work routinely ialvsolevietsherheby eanoiv
for use as dead hedgnmgkehgewhéerehandsetds of
stumps that ar e alcenf tvold esmitrede ra fsteesrsi on

To save the Maiant ¢ nm ambeEehefEpamect a toebmmporary
the heathl and, adagmo mmgt 2®23cuta saplings were
dead hedge or barrier aroundhosedeldotedgear &

provide a useful way to prevent disturbance
Commond anmilar activities ar €opmpmanséd for o
heathland in the future.
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WPCC MaintenaaceyilT@gmout stump treatment wo
event on Putney Heat h.



Br

acken Bruising

Asnoted by 2hldaithtiertsor(i c avlalsy r elgraa dlkeeln as one of
valuable products of the heath: the fronds p
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dding for livestock and comndagyyemtrlay kman u s
ewedi motrerms of the problematic qualities

ecological terms, bracken should be regar
ovides a source of food and shelter for ma
und i n most hpepad hliamah d taerdisclarhaocwkeevne rc an
come invasive and domi Mat bBned matgkeee asrperaesa do fo-
acken over the Commons &ommaotnislda Mda,i nd @mnla nyc e
am carr yeno ubtr ubilnsieienkgvo r k  idsu rcianrgr iJeudl youand Auc
volves using a bracken bruising roller tha
to bleed with the intention of Wteialkeni ng
i's piece of kit is-tesual nyetediived behi pdr pa
en modified by the Maintenance Team and at
weTrhi s enhbél eptea ahlbamvtet er oventmh & ler ya,& dind

rge tree stumps or depressiobpnamongshet geou
athland Asglktadckem.brui sing by hand can be
e of the bracken bruising roller has enabl
mmons heathland in. aTmetstadd vefl yhesdatolrltand me
nageme ht remain an active-tpamt hefatthhan@omn
nagement programme.

Bracken bruising on heathland near. Memori a



