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Wimbledon and Putney Commons comprise some 1140 acres spread across 

Wimbledon Common and Putney Heath with Putney Lower Common separated by 

about one and a half miles.   

The Commons consist of a variety of habitats including ponds, woodland, scrubland, 

heathland and mown recreation areas.   They are the home to a wide variety of bird, 

animal and plant life and are recognised as a Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) for the heathland, and as a European Special Area Of Conservation (SAC) as 

it is a stronghold for Stag Beetles.  

Being an unfenced Common the whole area is open to the public 24 hours a day 

throughout the year.   

The Commons are managed by a Chief Executive and his 20 staff and their duties 

range from patrolling the Commons to ensure visitor safety, managing the 48 acres 

of playing fields and carrying out maintenance and conservation work. 

Historically, many of the habitats would have been managed by grazing animals and 

the management regime here on the Commons very much mimics the effect of these 

animals.   

This report provides a description of the conservation work that has been carried out 

on Wimbledon and Putney Commons from January to December 2015. The aim of 

the report is to provide details of the achievements that have been made during this 

period, to raise awareness of current issues and to inform the reader of future 

planned actions. 

 
 

 

Introduction 
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Conservation Report Summary 

1. Since November 2006, the heathland on Wimbledon Common and Putney Heath 
has been managed under a Higher Level Stewardship agreement with the aim of 
achieving favourable status. (Page 3) 

2. In addition to supporting the Commons’ volunteers, during October, November 
and December 2015 the Maintenance Team carried out large tree felling work on 
four areas of Putney Heath (Page 3) 

3. To ensure that a mosaic of different age structures is maintained, Heather was 
cut in three locations on Putney Heath during 2015 (Page 4) 

4. During summer 2015, survey work on the heathland recorded Common Lizard at 
four different locations and a variety of Heather associated bees and wasps 
(Page 5) 

5. 2016 will be the final year of the Commons’ involvement with the current Higher 
Level Stewardship agreement and we are currently awaiting news from Natural 
England about the new Countryside Stewardship Scheme (Page 5) 

6. In 2015 a pair of Skylarks successfully nested on the Commons for the first time 
since 2007 (Page 6) 

7. Contractors mowed the Plain during the first week of August and wherever 
possible or required, vegetation was cut to a height of between 10cm and 15cm 
(Page 7) 

8. As part of the 2015 management programme for the Plain, an area of vegetation 
in excess of 1 hectare and an area of established Heather was left uncut (Page 
8) 

9. Since the beginning of 2014, 30 hectares of woodland to the south west of 
Wimbledon Common has been thinned of Holly. This work has been carried out 
over a three year period and is set for completion by the middle of February 2016 
(Page 9) 

10. The Commons’ Maintenance Team has carried out additional woodland 
management work along Stag Ride during January and February 2016 (Page 10) 

11. During 2015, tree safety work has been carried out along the edges of all the 
roads that pass through and around the immediate area of the Commons (Page 
10) 

12. In 2015, the management of Oak Processionary Moth on Wimbledon and Putney 
Commons involved the use of a pesticide on Putney Lower Common, survey 
work, public engagement and the removal of 228 Oak Processionary Moth nests 
(Page 11) 

13. During 2015, three new floating platforms were constructed on Queensmere and 
public notices were positioned around Queensmere, Kingsmere, 7 Post Pond, 
Bluegate Gravel Pit and Hookhamslade  from 1st April to 31st August asking dog 
walkers in particular to help us protect breeding waterfowl (Page 12) 
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14. Australian swamp stonecrop continues to be the most invasive of the non-native 
aquatic weeds to affect the Commons ponds. In 2015, control work was carried 
out on Australian swamp stonecrop at 7 Post Pond and Rushmere (Page 13) 

15. In March 2015, volunteers from the South East Rivers Trust carried out three 
days work along the Beverley Brook on Wimbledon Common to help improve the 
habitat value of this watercourse (Page 13)   

16. In June 2015, Bill Rowland took responsibility for the day to day management of 
Putney Lower Common.  In addition to the routine tasks of litter picking and grass 
cutting, woodland work has been carried out near to the former Putney hospital 
site and in the area between Lower Richmond Road and Queens Ride (Page 14) 

17. Public engagement on the Commons during 2015 has included walks and talks, 
the Commons’ annual Bio-blitz and volunteer work sessions (Page 15)   

18. In September 2015, Wimbledon Common was presented with the London in 
Bloom Gold Award for Common of the Year (Page 17) 

Map 1 – Heathland Tree Removal Work 2015 (Page 18) 

Map 2 – Heather Cutting Sites 2015 (Page 19) 

Map 3 – Holly Thinning 2014 to 2016 (Page 20) 

Map 4 – Forestry Commission OPM Infestation Map 15th September 2015   
(Page 21)    
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Annual Conservation Report 2015 

Introduction: 

The Annual Conservation Report for 2015 provides a description of the conservation 

work that has been carried out on Wimbledon and Putney Commons from January to 

December 2015. The aim of the report is to provide details of the achievements that 

have been made during this period, to raise awareness of current issues and to 

inform the reader of future planned actions. 

Heathland: 

Since November 2006, the heathland on Wimbledon Common and Putney Heath 

has been managed under the prescriptions of a Higher Level Stewardship 

(HLS) agreement. Working under an agreed management plan covering the period 

from 2006 to 2016, the aim of this plan has been to raise the status of the Commons’ 

remaining areas of heathland and acid grassland from the category of 'unfavourable 

recovering' to the improved status of 'favourable’.  

Unfavourable recovering – Often known simply as ‘recovering’. Units/features are 
not yet fully conserved but all the necessary management mechanisms are in place. 
Provided that the recovery work is sustained, the unit/feature will reach favourable 
condition in time. 
 
Favourable - The designated feature(s) within a unit are being adequately 
conserved and the results from monitoring demonstrate that the feature(s) in the unit 
are meeting all the mandatory site specific monitoring standards. A unit can only be 
considered favourable when all the component designated features are favourable. 
 
Information taken from the Natural England Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
glossary. 

 

During 2015, a great deal of time and commitment has been provided by volunteers 

and the Commons’ Maintenance Team to help improve the condition of the 

Commons’ heathland. With almost 900 hours of work provided by volunteers on the 

heathland during 2015 significant areas have been cleared of invasive scrub and 

returned to a more open aspect. Follow up work for all volunteer sessions has been 

carried out by the Commons’ Maintenance Team and this work has involved the 

shredding and removal of all cut materials and follow up treatment to remaining tree 

stumps. 

In addition to providing the necessary support work for the Commons' volunteer  

groups, during October, November and December 2015, four other areas of 

heathland that had become increasingly dominated by large Silver Birch (Betula 

pendula) and Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) were cleared by the Commons’ 

Maintenance Team. 
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These areas include heathland sites adjacent to Jubilee Path, Roehampton Ride, 

Inner Park Ride and Kingsmere. (See Map 1)   

 

(With support from the Commons’ Maintenance Team, during 2015, almost 900 hours of 

volunteering time was dedicated to protecting the Commons heathland.) 

To help with the continued survival of the Commons' Heather (Calluna vulgaris) 

community, Heather cutting was carried out by the Maintenance Team in three 

areas around Putney Heath during October. (See Map 2) With large areas of the 

Commons' Heather currently at the mature stage (15-25 years old) the aim of 

Heather cutting is to achieve a mosaic of different age structures around the 

Commons' remaining areas of heathland. While this work forms an important part of 

the overall management of the Commons’ heathland, monitoring of the 2014 heather 

cutting sites has revealed that in some locations the successful regeneration of 

new Heather plants is being threatened by the highly competitive native Purple Moor 

Grass (Molinia caerulea). 

To help ensure that our Heather cutting programme is successful, in 2015, three 

cutting sites were selected within areas of dense Heather where Purple Moor Grass 

is not currently a significant issue. In 2016, all sites where Heather has been cut 

during the previous two years will continue to be monitored and different methods 

will be explored to help contain the spread of Purple Moor Grass across particularly 

sensitive sites. 
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To improve our wider knowledge of the Commons’ various habitats, it is very much 

hoped that our volunteer survey teams will be able to extend their work in the future 

from the area surrounding The Plain to include certain areas of the heathland.     

Through a combination of a small scale reptile survey carried out during the summer 

of 2015, bird reports and the information that has been provided by David Notton 

(Senior Curator, Hymenoptera, London Natural History Museum) on the presence of 

Heather associated bees and wasps on the heathland, there is certainly scope to 

remain enthusiastic that this special area of the Commons will reveal some very 

important discoveries.   

 

(As a result of small scale survey work on the heathland during 2015, Common Lizards 

(Lacerta zootoca vivipara) were recorded at four locations and log stacks were created at 

three locations to provide a useful habitat for heathland wildlife.) 

With regards to the future management of the Commons’ heathland, 2016 will be the 

final year of the Commons’ involvement with the current HLS scheme. As a result, 

we are currently awaiting news from Natural England on how best to proceed with 

the management of SSSI land on the Commons under the new Countryside 

Stewardship Scheme which has been designed to replace the old HLS. 

Being a Site of Special Scientific Interest and a Special Area of Conservation (SAC), 

Wimbledon Common and Putney Heath are considered to be environmentally 

significant areas and therefore the complex management requirements of these sites 

will undoubtedly require the Commons to be involved with the Scheme’s Higher Tier 

of management. Although only limited information is currently available about this 

Scheme, the Higher Tier management agreement is specifically designed to cover 

areas such as habitat restoration and creation, woodland improvement, protection of 

priority species and vegetation mosaics and measures to protect the historic 

environment.  
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The Plain: 

In 2015, a pair of Skylarks (Alauda arvensis) successfully nested on Wimbledon 

Common for the first time since 2007. Having been restricted to The Plain since 

1986, one pair bred on this site from 1986 to 2000 and two pairs were recorded by 

Dave Wills as breeding there in 1994, 1996 and 1998. After this, a pair of Skylarks 

returned to breed in 2003 but in 2004 Skylarks were present but there was no 

evidence found of them breeding. According to correspondence between Dave Wills 

and the late Dr Stephen Frank (ex Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservator) 

in 2010, since the policy of cutting the Plain annually first commenced in September 

2005, one pair of Skylarks bred in 2007. Subsequent to this correspondence, a pair 

of Skylarks were present on the Plain in 2012 but were unfortunately disturbed by a 

dog towards the end of June of that year. 

Taking into account the recent history of Skylarks and ground nesting birds in 

general on the Commons and the dramatic population decline that has affected 

Skylarks nationally since the early 1980’s, the return of this enigmatic bird is cause 

for celebration. At the present time, the Skylark is on the Red List of Birds of 

Conservation Concern and is a subject of the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. Although 

records prior to 1986 illustrate that Skylarks had nested to the north and south of The 

Plain and on parts of the heathland, it would appear that our best opportunity for 

encouraging Skylarks to continue nesting on the Commons will be to continue to 

protect The Plain as a viable nesting site. 

According to a Paper written in 2010 by Dr Stephen Frank entitled the ‘Restoration of 

a population of breeding Skylarks on Wimbledon Common’, evidence suggests that 

a minimum sward height of 20cm in spring would be necessary for Skylarks to nest 

on the Plain. In addition to this, Dr Frank also suggested that as Skylarks are 

sensitive to tall edges, it would also be necessary to remove scrub and young trees 

that, in 2010, still remained on site. Over the five years since Dr Frank wrote his 

paper, substantial areas of The Plain have now been cleared of invasive trees and 

scrub allowing for large areas of The Plain to be returned to grassland. The most 

recent phase of this tree clearance work was carried out in September 2015 where 

five small clumps of trees including Silver Birch and Turkey Oak were successfully 

removed from the eastern edge of the Plain. As a follow up to this work a stump 

grinding machine was hired to remove a large number of old tree stumps that had 

been left in the area from previous felling operations. While it is recognised that old 

tree stumps can provide a useful habitat for wildlife, on a highly managed site like 

The Plain, the protection of machinery, especially mowing equipment determined the 

need to remove tree stumps from this area. 
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(Tree clearance and stump grinding on the Plain during September 2015) 

Since 2014, we have also embarked upon a policy of having the vegetation within 

the Skylark Protection Area cut by a contractor during the first week of August to a 

height of between 10cm and 15cm which, during 2015, allowed for the sward height 

to reach the necessary level to attract Skylarks. While it is hoped that one if not more 

pairs of Skylarks will return to the Plain in future years, the preparations during 2016 

will closely follow those that were carried out during the previous year.  

It has now become part of our fixed management of The Plain to have public notices 

positioned at strategic locations around the Skylark Protection Area between 1st 

March and 31st July in order to coincide with the recognised UK bird nesting period.  

These notices request that visitors to the area keep dogs on lead, keep to mown 

path and do not fly kites near the Skylark Protection Area. Following the successful 

mowing of The Plain in 2014 and 2015, it is also anticipated that the same contractor 

will be used to cut the area during 2016 as this operator has displayed a sensitivity 

towards the cutting of this and other grassland sites on the Commons that had 

previously not been achieved. 

   

(Cutting, baling and removal of vegetation from the Plain during the 1st week of August 2015) 
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With an area in excess of one hectare left uncut as part of the 2014 and 2015 annual cutting 

programme, this element of the Plain’s management has proved invaluable to improving the 

vegetative structure of the Plain and is therefore something that must surely continue into 

future years. As well as providing a potential for attracting ground nesting birds during the 

spring and summer, the area of uncut vegetation is also highly beneficial in providing a food 

source during the autumn period for a host of migratory birds and in the winter it is not 

uncommon to flush species such as Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) and Snipe (Gallinago 

gallinago). As a result, throughout the autumn and winter period public notices have been on 

display around this area and also around the established Heather patch to the east of the 

Plain to remind visitors of the importance these areas have for wildlife throughout the year.    

    

(As part of the 2015 cutting programme on the Plain two large areas of grassland and Heather were left uncut to 
improve the structural diversity of this area)   

As part of the Commons’ designation as a SSSI, the Plain has been documented as being 
an area of acid grassland and therefore a particular interest feature of the SSSI. Described 
within Natural England’s 2013 Integrated Site Assessment of the Commons as an area of 
species rich grassland currently in good condition, during the summer of 2015, volunteers 
once again surveyed the Plain to collect information about the flora and fauna that is 
currently found on this site. In addition to the 80 different species of flora found on the Plain, 
between March and September 2015, information on birds, insects, reptiles and even the 
public use of the Plain was collected by volunteers. For a full account of the Commons’ 2015 
monitoring work on the Plain, please refer to Dr Ros Taylor’s paper entitled “Ecological 
Monitoring at Wimbledon and Putney Commons – spring and summer 2015”.    

 

(Yellow Loosestrife and Yellow rattle photographed on the Plain during 2015)  
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Woodland 

Since 2007, Wimbledon and Putney Commons have been involved with the Forestry 

Commission’s English Woodland Grant Scheme (EWGS) under which 250 hectares 

of the Commons’ woodland are managed in accordance with the United Kingdom 

Woodland Assurance Standard guidelines. Involving woodland operations such as 

coppicing, the management of woodland glades, the maintenance of woodland rides 

and pond restoration, the overarching purpose of the EWGS is to conserve the 

nature conservation of the woodlands and maximise the public enjoyment of the 

woodland environment. As a direct result of the Commons’ involvement in the 

current EWGS, since the beginning of 2014, additional funding in the form of a 

Woodland Improvement Grant (WIG) has meant that approximately 30 hectares of 

woodland has been thinned of dense stands of Holly (Ilex aquifolium).  

Starting work in 2014 in the woodland adjacent to Warren Farm, by the middle of 

February 2016, work was completed on this project close to the area of the Silent 

Pools. Mindful of the habitat value of Holly for wildlife, in all areas where Holly has 

been thinned, 10% of the standing Holly in each hectare has been left uncut to 

ensure the continued presence in the affected areas of woodland of this native 

species. Alongside this work, additional large blocks of established Holly have also 

been left untouched along various sections of Stag Ride to ensure that a diverse 

structural range of Holly is maintained. (See Map 3) 

Starting work at the beginning of 2015, the Commons’ Maintenance Team have 

continued with our other commitments to the EWGS by thinning Holly from the 

woodland between Beverley Brook and Fishponds Wood, coppicing Hazel (Corylus 

avellana) in the woodland near Queensmere and carrying out ride-side thinning work 

along Warren Farm Ride and Robin Hood Ride. As with all major tree thinning 

operations carried out on the Commons, all invasive woodland work was completed 

by the end of February to coincide with the start of bird nesting season (1st March to 

31st July). 

During early 2016, the Commons’ commitments to the next phase of the EWGS was 

concentrated on the section of Stag Ride between the bottom of Jerry’s Hill and Stag 

Lane. With all of the work along Stag Ride completed by the Maintenance Team and, 

with the support of volunteers, operations included Holly thinning, Hazel coppicing, 

ride side thinning and ditch maintenance. In addition to this, during February 2016, 

two weeks of Holly thinning work was also carried out by contractors in the woodland 

behind Telegraph Cottage. 
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(Holly thinning operations during winter 2015) 

Tree Safety Work:  

Throughout 2015, our on-going commitment to ensuring the effective management 

of the Commons tree stock has led to the completion of work across four out of the 

ten survey zones that were established by the Commons’ Tree Risk Management 

Working Group. In effect, this work has meant that all trees located next to roads 

have now been surveyed and all priority work has been completed. While contractors 

were used during 2015 to complete some of the most specialist tasks, the majority of 

the tree safety operations were carried by the Commons’ Maintenance Team. At 

present this team is comprised of two trained climbers but it is anticipated that other 

members of the team will be trained to a similar standard in the future, including our 

apprentice who has been appointed on a two year fixed term contract.    

 

Oak Processionary Moth (Thaumetopoea processionea) 

Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) was first identified on the Commons during 2011. 

During the past four years it has spread from its initial area of the Richardson Evans 

Memorial Playing Fields to practically all areas of the Commons. During 2013 and 

2014, Wimbledon and Putney Commons were fortunate to receive direct operational 

support from the Forestry Commission (FC) as part of a three year pilot project 

funded by DEFRA to eradicate OPM from the UK. By the end of 2014, FC resources 

were no longer available to many parts of London, including Wimbledon and Putney 
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Commons, and all areas which fall within the area termed as the “Core Outbreak 

Zone” (See Map 4) became fully responsible for the management of OPM. 

During 2015, OPM management work on the Commons included the application of 

the biological pesticide Bacillus thuringiensis on Oak trees on Putney Lower 

Common, the raising of public awareness through direct contact with schools and 

local organisations and the use of public notices around various strategic locations 

on the Commons. In addition to this, survey work was carried out and all OPM nest 

removal was managed by the Commons’ Maintenance Team. Targeting areas of 

particularly high use, by the end of July 2015, 228 OPM nests had been removed 

from a height of under two metres from trees located around most areas of the 

Commons.   

With the vast majority of infected Oak trees on the Commons displaying one or 

possibly two nests on them, OPM on the Commons is currently at the early stages of 

colonisation in a process which includes four stages: ‘colonisation, establishment, 

plague and crash’. Despite huge resources and the dedication of a committed and 

experienced team of staff and volunteers, during 2015 10,000 OPM nests were 

located in Richmond Park with a maximum of 90 nests recorded on a single tree 

situated on the Petersham slopes. With this mind, during 2016, work will include the 

application of Bacillus thuringiensis on a total of seven high use areas across the 

Commons, a sustained programme of public awareness, survey work and the 

removal of high risk OPM nests.   

 

(OPM caterpillar and nest photographed on the Commons during 2015)  

Ponds, Rivers and Streams: 

During 2015, work on the Commons’ ponds has been largely involved with the 

completion of routine tasks. As in previous years, public notices were displayed 

around Kingsmere, 7 Post Pond, Bluegate Gravel Pit and Hookhamslade Pond from 

1st April to 31st August asking dog walkers to help us to protect the breeding 

waterfowl by keeping their dogs out of the water during the bird nesting period. As in 

previous years, similar public notices were also displayed around Queensmere 

during the same period but with the additional request that dogs must be kept on 
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lead around the general area of the pond to help further protect the area’s nesting 

waterfowl. 

Three new floating platforms were constructed by the Keeper team in January 2015 

and despite last year being the second consecutive year when Mute Swans (Cygnus 

olor) failed to successfully breed at Queensmere, the floating platforms have 

continued to act as a valuable part of the pond’s overall conservation effort. 

 

(Despite the absence of Swans on Queensmere during 2015, this area continues to attract a 

wealth of wildlife throughout the year.) 

A further routine task that has been carried out on a number of the Commons’ ponds 

has been the control of invasive aquatic plant species with Australian swamp 

stonecrop (Crassula helmsii) remaining the most widespread of the aquatic weeds to 

blight the Commons’ ponds. Currently found at Kingsmere, 7 Post Pond, Curling 

Pond and Rushmere, towards the end of summer 2015, Australian swamp stonecrop 

was manually removed by the Maintenance Team from 7 Post Pond and a herbicide 

containing the chemical glyphosate was applied to emergent weed around the edge 

of Rushmere. With no dormant period, Australian swamp stonecrop is able to grow 

throughout the year and if a dense mat of this vegetation is allowed to become 

established in or around the margins of a pond the result can lead to the eventual 

elimination of native flora and a much impoverished local eco-system.  

According to Natural England, Australian swamp stonecrop has not yet been 

eliminated from any natural site where it has become dominant despite repeated 

removal work or spot treatment with herbicides.  

During 2016 and beyond the key factor in the control of this problematic issue will be 

to remain vigilant and ensure that wherever this invasive aquatic weed is identified, 

follow up treatment including the use of chemical treatment and where possible 

manual removal is carried out. While eradication is currently not achievable, the 

condition of the worst two affected ponds on the Commons, 7 Post Pond and Curling 

Pond, could still be much improved by the manual removal of invasive weeds. During 

the autumn of 2016 it is therefore proposed that both ponds are dredged of 
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significant amounts of this weed which will then be transported away from the ponds 

and allowed to compost away from any standing bodies of water.   

  

(Australian swamp stonecrop photographed in 7 Post Pond during 2014 and manual removal during 2015.) 

Providing the only riverine habitat on the Commons, the 1800 metres of Beverley 
Brook that runs through Wimbledon Common and Putney Lower Common has, as a 
result of past engineering works, become a largely canalised channel with low 
morphological variety. In 2012, the Commons’ Maintenance Team carried out a 
significant amount of tree thinning work along Beverley Brook to allow increased 
levels of light to reach the water course below and promote the growth of valuable 
aquatic vegetation.   

To further improve the ecological condition of the Beverley Brook, during March 2015 
staff and volunteers from the South East Rivers Trust (SERT) carried out three days 
work on two areas along the watercourse. This work involved the installation of logs 
and brash which has been designed to help increase the flow dynamics of the 
watercourse and over time help to enhance and create a greater abundance of 
diverse habitats for fish and invertebrate species in those areas. Depending on the 
results of this work and the resources that are available to SERT, the Environment 
Agency consent for this work has two years validity and therefore there is definitely 
scope to continue with this work in 2016. 

 

(Volunteers from the South East Rivers Trust carrying out improvement work along Beverley Brook 

during March 2015) 
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Putney Lower Common: 

After almost 30 years spent working on the Commons, in April 2015, Peter Gover 

announced his retirement and with it came the difficult decision of who would best be 

able to continue with the successful day to day management of Putney Lower 

Common. As it happened, the natural successor to this role was found in Bill 

Rowland who after 30 years as a Mounted Keeper/Senior Keeper has built up a 

wealth of experience and knowledge of the Commons and was therefore very keen 

to become more involved in the management of this important area. Operating under 

the title of Head Ranger of Putney Lower Common, much of the work that Bill has 

been involved with has involved keeping the area clear of rubbish, grass cutting, 

maintaining the security of the site and as acting as liaison officer between visitors to 

the Common and the Ranger’s Office.  

 

(In April 2015 Bill Rowland took over the reins from Peter Gover to become Head Ranger of 

Putney Lower Common) 

2015 has undoubtedly been a year that has witnessed considerable changes to 

some of the key areas around Putney Lower Common. As a result of the steady 

decline in the condition of the woodland between the former Putney Hospital site and 

the Common’s large area of open grassland, in January 2015, work was carried out 

by contractors to improve the safety and structural diversity of this area. With 

replacement tree planting carried out by contractors in March, this area of the 

Common has now been provided with the opportunity to thrive well into the future 

offering both an enhanced habitat for wildlife and a potential learning resource for 

visitors. 

While all of the operational work surrounding the immediate area of the former 

hospital site has been carried out by contractors, towards the end of August, further 

woodland work was carried out by Bill Rowland and the Commons’ Maintenance 

Team. Covered by a dense under storey of vegetation, the ecology and security of 

the woodland between Lower Richmond Road and Queens Ride had been 

compromised to the effect that very little light was able to reach the woodland floor, 

rubbish had become a major problem and the area in general offered very little 
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attraction to the majority of visitors. Over the course of two weeks, this area was 

thinned and cleared of rubbish and as such has become a much improved and safer 

area of the Commons to visit.  

As certain other areas of woodland on Putney Lower Common are also considered 

to be in a less than favourable condition, it is proposed that a similar course of 

woodland thinning will be carried out along two sections of ground between Putney 

Lower Common and Barnes Common during 2016 and 2017. 

 

(Prior to thinning work being carried out in August, this section of Putney Lower Common 

had become largely inaccessible to the general public.)  

Public Engagement:   

Although volunteers have been successfully involved in the conservation of 

Wimbledon and Putney Commons for a considerable number of years, since July 

2015, a regular group of volunteers working under the name of the ‘Scrub Bashers’, 

have been hard at work restoring areas of the heathland. Created with the aim of 

having a group of volunteers who are able to provide a committed and sustained 

approach to helping with conservation activities on the Commons, between July and 

December 2015, 52 separate individuals have been involved with this group 

dedicating a total of 272 voluntary hours. Combined with 15 other volunteer groups 

including schools, local businesses and a team from the Home Office, the total 

number of volunteer hours that have been provided by groups to conservation work 

on the Commons during 2015 has been 1170 hours.  

As discussed during the October meeting of the Wildlife and Conservation Forum, 

volunteering on the Commons is something that currently involves groups as diverse 

as conservation workers, survey teams, volunteers for the Windmill Museum and 

even the Board of Conservators and therefore the total number of volunteer hours 

that are provided by all these groups throughout the year is something that is not yet 

fully known. This is however something that we should aim to rectify in the future. 
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(Scrub bashers at work during 2015) 

In addition to the huge contribution that volunteers have provided to the upkeep of 

the Commons during 2015, public engagement has also been active in many other 

ways. With particular reference to the promotion of the natural aspect of the 

Commons, two bat walks were led by local experts during the summer, twenty one 

walks and talks were provided by the Commons’ Conservation and Engagement 

Officer and the now annual BioBlitz was also very well attended. With the date of the 

2016 BioBlitz set for the weekend of the 25th and 26th June, we remain optimistic that 

this event will be as well attended as our last two BioBlitz events. 

 

(Experts and participants at one of this year’s Bio-blitz guided walks)   

London in Bloom 

To conclude the Annual Conservation Report 2015, by way of recognition of all of the 

hard work that is dedicated to the upkeep of the Commons by staff and volunteers 

throughout the year, in September Wimbledon Common was presented with the 

London in Bloom Gold Award for Common of the Year. As winner of the category, 

the Common was assessed on criteria such as conservation, community 

involvement, maintenance, facilities, access and the welfare of users. Scoring high in 

all categories, the presentation of this award clearly illustrates what a fantastic and 

well cared for resource the Common is and in future years it should be our aim to 

raise all areas of the Commons to the Gold standard expected by this award. 
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Map 1 – Heathland Tree Removal Work 2015 
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Map 2 – Heather Cutting Sites 2015 

 

Map 3 Holly Thinning 2014 to 2016 
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Map 4 Forestry Commission OPM Infestation Map 15th September 2015 
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