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Before there were iPhones, computers, TV’s or 
radios, people had to find other ways to 

entertain themselves.

One particularly British obsession has been the study of 
Natural History.



What is Natural History?

Natural History is the study of all living things and their 
habitats. Traditionally, it has incorporated Science, Maths, 

Art and Literature.



During the last 150 years the plants and 
animals found in the British Isles have become 

far less common.

But before the 1850’s the countryside was seething with 
life, making all living things ideal subjects for study.



In fact it was difficult to ignore how 
stunningly beautiful the world was then.



We know a lot about the countryside of the 
past because Natural History diarists recorded 

all that they saw. Examples include:
Gilbert White Charles Darwin



These naturalists spent many hours of 
meticulous work recording their observations.

There are some rules – not many. You must always include 
the date, the weather and comment on every living thing 

that you see, which interests you.



Now its your turn to make your own Natural 
History diary, so what do you need to do?

Get yourself an exercise book and start recording!



Really good Natural History diaries include 
drawings, as well as written accounts.



You can include pressed flowers in your 
diary.



Or stick down some feathers with tape.



Making leaf and bark rubbings is one of 
the more artistic things you could do.



Here are examples from my own diaries.



If you can’t get an exercise book you can use 
your Smart phones to record your discoveries.

Any photographs you take can be posted on social media .



Or you can join one of the online communities 
full of respected and helpful experts.

https://www.inaturalist.org
https://www.ispotnature.org

https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.ispotnature.org/


There is so much to photograph!



Getting outside and away from any digital 
screen is good for your mind, body and soul.

So make sure you enjoy the experience.



Between now and when you return to school, 
make a daily entry in your Natural History 

diaries.

Learn as much as you can, use the internet to help you 
identify things and enjoy the experience!



Share your Natural History work in school 
when you return.

While you’re out make sure you stay safe and listen 
to the guidelines given by your parents/carers!



Good Luck!


	Spring �Home learning
	Before there were iPhones, computers, TV’s or radios, people had to find other ways to entertain themselves.
	What is Natural History?
	During the last 150 years the plants and animals found in the British Isles have become far less common.
	In fact it was difficult to ignore how stunningly beautiful the world was then.
	We know a lot about the countryside of the past because Natural History diarists recorded all that they saw. Examples include:
	These naturalists spent many hours of meticulous work recording their observations.
	Now its your turn to make your own Natural History diary, so what do you need to do?
	Really good Natural History diaries include drawings, as well as written accounts.
	You can include pressed flowers in your diary.
	Or stick down some feathers with tape.
	Making leaf and bark rubbings is one of the more artistic things you could do.
	Here are examples from my own diaries.
	If you can’t get an exercise book you can use your Smart phones to record your discoveries.
	Or you can join one of the online communities full of respected and helpful experts.
	There is so much to photograph!
	Getting outside and away from any digital screen is good for your mind, body and soul.
	Between now and when you return to school, make a daily entry in your Natural History diaries.
	Share your Natural History work in school when you return.
	Good Luck!

