THE

COMMONS NEWS
Wimbledon Common

Putney Heath

Putney Lower Common

Wimbledon
and Putney
Commons
Summer 2020

Welcome to the
Wimbledon and Putney Commons Newsletter
Wimbledon Common, Putney Heath and Putney Lower Common provide some 1140 acres of beautiful countryside close to
London. With their rich mosaic of habitats, the Commons are home to a huge variety of important, and in some cases
endangered, wildlife. 2020 has demonstrated how important open spaces like the Commons are to the public for exercise,
recreation and well-being. The outbreak of the coronavirus, COVID-19, and the need for people to exercise close to home, put
that into sharp perspective. More than ever, it has become increasingly important for visitors, old and new, to share this amazing
space and enjoy all that the Commons can offer.

2020 - A Bit of a Year
When we first sat down earlier this year to give some thought to what we’d be writing about in this edition of Commons News, without
doubt the lead story was going to be the effect on the Commons of the significant rainfall we experienced during the wettest February on
record. Little did we know what was waiting for us around the corner.
The arrival of the COVID-19 virus has been unprecedented in many ways, changing almost overnight how all of us live our lives. With the
Government’s lockdown preventing all unnecessary travel, Wimbledon Common, Putney Heath and Putney Lower Common became a
lifeline for many visitors.
For the Conservators, a balance had to be struck between keeping visitors and staff safe whilst ensuring the Commons could continue to
function. In line with many other open spaces and advice from the Government, we closed car parks and public toilets, taped off benches
and asked that dogs be walked on lead. All events were cancelled and volunteers stood down. Sports at the playing fields, golf and
horse-riding all stopped. The Ranger’s Office, Tea Rooms and Information Centre were closed to visitors, and the Windmill Museum did
not open in March for its usual season. Our patrol horses were put out to grass and all the Keepers’ resources were redirected towards
implementing the COVID-19 guidelines.
The lockdown coincided with the warmest and sunniest spring for many
years and visitors flocked to the Commons. The single biggest impact
on our operations then became dealing with the volume of rubbish left
by the thousands of daily visitors. Our rubbish disposal costs rose nearly
five-fold with staff being redeployed to empty bins twice a day compared
to the more usual twice a week at this time of year.

Windmill dressed for VE Day

The restrictions we initially put in place, in line with Government guidance,
are now being eased and a new sense of normality is slowly returning.
We thank all our visitors for their patience and support through what has
been one of the most extraordinary periods of our lifetime.

VE Day Celebrations
The 8 May 2020 marked 75 years since the guns fell silent at the end
of the war in Europe and here on the Commons, with our historic
military links - a number of War Memorials and many ex-servicemen
as staff - we have a tradition of marking these occasions and paying
tribute to those who lost their lives in the World Wars.
As we faced some of the most challenging times since the end of the
Second World War, it was as important as ever to unite in recognition
of service to the nation, just as communities did 75 years ago. With
national and local events cancelled, the Commons Conservators and
staff, with the help of family and friends, improvised and created a
unique VE Day video tribute to mark the occasion which you can find
on our YouTube channel (bit.ly/wpccveday).
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Chairman’s Welcome
The human and economic tragedy that will define an era has
brought to the fore the importance of Wimbledon and Putney
Commons not only in allowing the pursuit of outdoor exercise but in
meeting the mental and social needs of the community. In the alien
environment in which we suddenly found ourselves in those early
days of lockdown, the collective desire to seek reprieve or perhaps
the glimpse of a familiar face was palpable and the Commons
remained at the heart of the community to meet these important
needs. Since then, the Commons have continued to serve as one of
the few environments deemed safe to meet, as clearly
demonstrated by the unprecedented visitor numbers. To many, it
remains a lifeline.
The COVID-19 crisis has tested the strength and resilience of the
organisation. The independence afforded to us by our founding
legislation, the Wimbledon and Putney Commons Act 1871, has
been critical in allowing us to respond to the very dynamic
environment in which we find ourselves. We are most grateful to our
visitors for their support and understanding of the measures that we
have taken in support of the national effort to save lives.
Reflecting back to the world we once knew pre-pandemic,
significant progress has been made over the year in three areas
that will contribute to the long-term stability of the organisation:

• Development of a masterplan to provide a long-term vision for
both the natural and built landscapes of the Commons;

• Constitutional reform to provide sustainable financial capacity,
operational clarity and effective governance; and

• Establishment of the Friends to harness the community’s shared
passion for the Commons and provide a structure for collective
celebration and fundraising.
The Ranger’s Office, Manor Cottage,
Windmill Road, Wimbledon Common,
London SW19 5NR
020 8788 7655
rangersoffice@wpcc.org.uk
www.wpcc.org.uk
Registered Charity: 303167

Although most longer-term strategic
initiatives have been suspended due
to COVID-19, we hope that the
foundations that have been
established in these areas will allow
the ideas to be further developed and
tested through public consultation
when the circumstances allow such
activities to resume.
Diane Neil Mills
Despite the difficult times that we
have faced over the past few months,
the overwhelming sense in the
community has been one of gratitude to those who provided the
vision and leadership to establish this treasured open space. The 16
August 2021 marks the 150th anniversary of the date on which the
Wimbledon and Putney Commons Act 1871 received Royal Assent
and we are looking forward to celebrating this historic occasion.
In closing, I would like to express our sincere appreciation to all
of our volunteers who give their time so generously, motivated by
nothing more than a love of nature and a sense of satisfaction.
We are also enormously grateful to those who have supported
us financially either in aid of a specific project or more generally,
including membership of the Friends.
I would also like to thank the Chief Executive and all the staff for
their relentless effort in providing what has rightly been recognised
as an essential service. They are the lifeblood of the organisation
and through their unstinting loyalty, quiet determination and
willingness to do whatever is required to uphold our duty to protect
and preserve the Commons, afford us all the privileges of this
unique resource.

Thank you.

Annual Open Meeting - 8pm, 29 July 2020
With the current social regulations in place banning gatherings of more than six* people
it has been necessary to both delay and change the format of our Annual Open Meeting.
This year’s Annual Open Meeting will be held virtually via electronic means. Anyone
wishing to “attend” will need to register in advance via our website:

Trustees:
Diane Neil Mills - Chairman, Elected
Shirley Gillbe - Elected
David Hince - Elected
Peter Hirsch - Elected
Sarah-Jane Holden - Elected
Mike Rappolt - Appointed, MoD
Dr Ros Taylor - Appointed, Defra
Nigel Ware - Appointed, Home Office

wpcc.org.uk/aom
The WPCC Accounts and Trustees’ Annual Report will also be available on that page,
along with further information regarding Questions and Answers.
We apologise to those unable to attend via electronic means.
*at the time of going to print

Sign up for our E-Newsletter

Officers:
Simon Lee, Chief Executive
Stephen Bound, Chief Operations
Manager
Paula Graystone, Deputy Clerk & Ranger
Peter Haldane, Conservation &
Engagement Officer
Angela Evans-Hill, Executive Assistant &
Communications Officer

If you’d like to stay up to date with our latest nature news, or be the first to hear about
events taking place on the Commons, do please sign up to our e-newsletter. Sent out
every six weeks or so, it is a great way to keep in touch and has lots of information on
what to look out for on the Commons and also our latest conservation works.
Sign up on our website www.wpcc.org.uk.

Find us on Social Media:
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Find us on Instagram

You are receiving this Newsletter as you live within the Levy-paying area
for Wimbledon and Putney Commons
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Nature Notes
Birds
The Commons birdlife generally continues to thrive with many species such as Long-tailed Tits and Blackcaps doing well. However,
records for 2019 mirror the nationwide picture as far as declining species are concerned, particularly with no records for Skylark or
Siskin, and Meadow Pipits and Redpolls only recorded in low numbers. Recent highlights
have included:

• Black-tailed Godwit on Rushmere provided the biggest surprise of 2019:

Firecrest

• Two pairs of breeding Swallows that fledged several youngsters at the Windmill complex;
• Goldfinches and Pied Wagtails having had good breeding seasons;
• Firecrest population is still going from strength to strength;
• Sightings of Bullfinch and Spotted Flycatcher;

• A Red Kite has been making sporadic appearances this Spring and regular sightings of a
pair of Buzzards over Putney Heath lead us to hope that they are breeding here;

• Two pairs of Shovelers at Kingsmere;

• A pair of Little Grebes nest-building at Bluegate Pond.

Dragonflies
Last winter’s work on the Beverley Brook, reinstating riffles and pools and the
removal of some bank side vegetation, has resulted in sightings of at least five
Beautiful Demoiselles - the first records since 1994, when a presumed vagrant
was recorded. The work at the Brook should also benefit our other demoiselle,
the Banded Demoiselle.

Beautiful Demoiselle

Butterflies
Compared to the warm summer weather of 2018, 2019 proved to be a more
typical year and the butterflies behaved accordingly. Slightly fewer species were
recorded in 2019 - 28 down from 31 - but there are some highlights worth noting:

• White-letter Hairstreak was found at a new site - reliant on elm

they can be found even if there is only one tree or a small area
of suckering;

• Green Hairstreaks are increasing their range;

• Brown Argus have been sighted in a number of areas including 7 Post Pond and
on some of the acid grassland near Wimbledon Village.

Commons Wildlife Watch
Wimbledon and Putney
Commons Needs YOU!
The Commons provide a mosaic of valuable habitats
such as heathland, grassland rich with wild flowers,
rivers, reedbeds, and woodlands, all of which provide
shelter and food for a wide range of wildlife. As part of
the management of the Commons, it’s important that we
understand what biodiversity is here as this will help
guide our future management and conservation work.
The Commons are blessed with a core of volunteers
who help us with our wildlife monitoring, all experts in
their field covering birds, butterflies, moths, plants and
flowers. They all give freely of their time but, given the
importance of biodiversity, we are increasingly aware
that a large burden is falling on very few shoulders.
Taking on regular monitoring of a specific species
requires knowledge and commitment, and not
everyone can do this. However many of us out and
about on the Commons could identify a few things,
maybe some plants, perhaps a bird or butterfly, and
we’d really like to plunder that local knowledge.
We are therefore launching our own citizen science
scheme – Commons Wildlife Watch – and we’d like you
to join in!
If you are out on a walk across the Commons, or sitting
in a favourite spot watching the world go by, you could
help us by simply recording the flora and fauna you
see. To help you do that we have created a Recording
Form which is available to download on our website at
wpcc.org.uk/wildlife, along with full details of the data
we need. Every little bit of information can help!
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Launch of the Friends of Wimbledon and Putney Commons
In April 2019, the Conservators agreed the basis for establishing the Friends
of Wimbledon and Putney Commons. The aim of the Friends is to bring
together all of those who are connected by a passion for the Commons for
the purpose of fundraising and celebration.

Launch of the Friends

The Friends of Wimbledon and Putney Commons was formerly launched on
the evening of Friday 20 September 2019 and 125 of the founding members
were joined by Stephen Hammond MP and the Right Honourable Justine
Greening. This special evening celebrated the historic links between the
Commons and the London Scottish Regiment through words, music, food
and wine. Beginning with a magical piper-led candlelit walk from the Windmill
through the woods, guests arrived at the Queensmere for recitals and a
haunting Scottish-themed musical performance of pipe, drums and recorder,
joined by the voices of the Choir of St Mary’s Church, Wimbledon that rang
out across the banks of Queensmere.

Why Support Us?
Every path, heathland, bog, stream, pond and woodland has an incalculable
value that requires ongoing investment. Without skilled conservation officers,
mounted Keepers and our very committed staff, our unique Commons would
not be as they are today: safe, clean and preserved. That is why every
contribution you make, small and large, is so important. By becoming a Friend
of Wimbledon and Putney Commons, you will be playing a crucial role in
preserving, protecting and maintaining this unique and special place.
If you would like more information on the Friends, or would like to join, please do
visit our website www.wpcc.org.uk/friends.

Masterplan For the Commons
Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators, in partnership with
Wimbledon Windmill Museum Trust, were delighted to receive a £126,100
grant from The National Lottery Heritage Fund for an exciting heritage
project “Commons for the Next Generations, Green Space for All’.
Made possible by money raised by National Lottery players, the project
will enable the development of a masterplan for a ten-year strategy for
the Commons, and will provide a basis for a further bid to invest in the
infrastructure of the Commons to ensure they are protected, preserved and
available for future generations to enjoy.
The project work has been delayed slightly because of the pandemic but
we hope to have the masterplan in place by the end of the year and we look
forward to sharing that with you all.

150th Anniversary
Events
Although COVID-19 has impacted the Friends’
2020 events programmes, our focus is now directed
towards planning a series of events to celebrate
the 150th anniversary of the date on which the
Wimbledon and Putney Commons Act 1871
received Royal Assent, and brought the Commons
as we know them today into being.
Although in early stages of planning, a programme
of special events to mark this historic occasion is
being organised. Celebrations will form part of all our
main events, including the BioBlitz and Commons
Open Day, but additional events will include:

• Saturday 27 March 2021 - Afternoon Tea at the
All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club;

• Thursday 22 July 2021 - Evening Reception on

the Terrace Pavilion of the Palace of Westminster
(to include a tour of the Houses of Parliament);

• Sunday 15 August 2021 - Commons

Sesquicentenary Games Day (to include golf,
cricket, and hopefully many other sports that are
associated with the Commons);

• Sunday 12 September 2021 - Annual Commons Open
Day will have a special focus on the anniversary;

• November 2021 - Outdoor Performance on
the Commons.

Places will be limited on all events and will be advertised
on our website and via our e-Newsletter.
If you are interested in becoming involved in the
planning, development and delivery of these
celebrations, please contact Conservator,
Sarah-Jane Holden, via the Ranger’s Office rangersoffice@wpcc.org.uk
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Beverley Brook
Last year we reported on the project to restore the
Beverley Brook. Undertaken in conjunction with the South
East Rivers Trust (SERT), the project aims to improve the
Brook’s bio-diversity by providing better habitat on the
banks, create eddies and quiet spots for fish to rest, and
expose the gravel bed for fish to use for spawning.
The work has been a great success with the plants along
the bank and woodland edge becoming well established
and with new species appearing. With more light in the
area, butterflies have been appearing in larger numbers,
particularly Orange-tip which are enjoying the profusion
of Garlic Mustard, the food plant of choice for their
caterpillars. SERT also plan to carry out planting of native
species alongside the Brook to aid the coverage of the
berms and the bank.
Our Maintenance Team have continued with tree safety
work in the area as well as the removal of Himalayan
balsam. One of the biggest problems we have faced since
carrying out the restoration work is the sheer volume of
litter that is being washed down from the more urban areas
upstream, particularly after heavy rain. Whereas previously
the litter would have moved on downstream to Richmond
Park and on in to the Thames, it is now being deposited
alongside the banks and the berms as soon as the water
levels drop again.

Beverley Brook

Our staff and volunteers currently manage monthly litter
picks but more needs to be done. Our Conservation and
Engagement Officer is looking to initiate a volunteer litter picking group to help out on a more regular basis. If you are interested in
donning a pair of waders and becoming involved with this new group, please contact peter@wpcc.org.uk.
Footpath Restoration - Another concern is the state of the path along the brook during winter, especially the section where cycling is
permitted. The wet winter has resulted in the path becoming muddy and often impassable in places. The restoration of the path will cost
in the region of £80,000 and we are delighted to announce that WPCC has been awarded external funding of £60,000 towards the
restoration work, the remainder will be funded by the Friends of Wimbledon and Putney Commons. We know many of you will be very
pleased that the path will at last be made more accessible and we look forward to getting that work under way.

Putney Lower Common

Cow parsley

Over the past few years, a number of larger projects have been
carried out on Putney Lower Common to improve the site for both
wildlife and for the many visitors who use it.
Extensive woodland and grassland management including tree
and hedgerow planting have all helped to improve the area
considerably and the flora and fauna are flourishing. In Spring,
large swathes of the Common are glorious with the white flowers
of Cow parsley, Hawthorn and Horse chestnut trees and,
throughout the summer months, a wide variety of butterfly,
dragonfly and damselfly species can be seen flitting across the
open grassland and meadow area. Peter Haldane, our
Conservation and Engagement Officer, visits monthly to record
the wildlife and in 2019 recorded 11 species of butterfly and
caterpillar, a stunning Jersey Tiger moth, at least 30 species of
plants and 26 species of birds. Peter Haldane commented
“Despite its relatively small size, Putney Lower Common provides
a great location to spot birdlife. From common species such as
Wrens, Robins and Blackbirds, there also sightings of Kestrels,
Swifts, Teal and even Kingfishers along the Brook.”
Focusing on the needs of key species such as Hedgehogs and
Stag Beetles has resulted in a more targeted and sympathetic
mowing regime with more deadwood is being left to provide
additional habitats both for mammals and invertebrates.
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London in Bloom

Wildlife Garden Update

In September 2019, we were delighted when
Wimbledon Common was once again
awarded the prestigious 'London in Bloom
Common of the Year 2019' for the second
consecutive year.

In 2018 we launched a fundraising appeal to raise £20,000 for the
creation of a wildlife garden in front of the Ranger's Office, near
to the Information Centre.
The work was to mark the start of the enhancement of the current
garden to create an area for those less mobile to sit and enjoy the
flora and fauna of the Commons in one place as well as to
provide an educational area for younger visitors. Importantly, the
garden would also form a living memorial to Dave Wills, a local
bird expert, who sadly passed away in 2017. Dave devoted much
of his time to studying the Commons’ bird life and produced the
annual Commons Bird Report for over 40 years.

This was in addition to both Wimbledon
Common and Putney Lower Commons each
receiving gold awards. Simon Lee, Chief
Executive commented "These awards not
only recognise the importance of the
Commons but the outstanding effort and
commitment of all the Commons' staff in
achieving this highest standard for public
open spaces. It is gratifying that the judges
have also recognised the importance of our
volunteers and the difference their
contributions make."

We have raised just over £19,000 and our thanks go out to
everyone who has kindly donated. Unfortunately the wet weather
over winter along with the wettest February on record has meant
that it has not been possible to start the works as planned.
COVID-19 restrictions allowing, we hope to be able to start the
work later this year.

Amongst the points highlighted by the judges were the
cleanliness of all the Commons as well as the opportunities
being created for wildlife at Putney Lower Common,
particularly for Hedgehogs and the importance of all the
Commons as a resource for schools.

Household Cavalry at the Commonns Open Day

Events
Our events programme continues to go from strength to strength
and the highlight of 2019 was certainly the Commons Open Day in
September. With over 70 stalls and attractions, and no doubt helped
by the glorious weather, visitor numbers were estimated at around
10,000 throughout the day. With the BioBlitz Weekend of Nature in
June and the hugely popular Carols at the Windmill in December, as
well as the Easter Egg and Pumpkin Hunts for children and the
nature walks and talks, there was certainly something for everyone.
2020 got off to a flying start with our annual Winter Talk with a guest
speaker from the British Trust for Ornithology talking about their
Garden Birdwatch Scheme. Just as we were gearing up for the
annual Rugby Schoolboy 7s tournament – the largest schools rugby
tournament in the world - the country experienced the wettest
February on record. Our playing fields were underwater and we had
to take the decision to reduce the size of the event. No sooner had
we done that than the whole events calendar was closed down with
the arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is unlikely that any events
will now take place for the remainder of the year, with all walks, the
BioBlitz and this year’s Open Day cancelled.

Donations and Legacies

How to donate

Wimbledon and Putney Commons is a Registered Charity, no. 303167, and
although we are fortunate to be funded in part by the Levy on local residents,
we also have to supplement that income by other means, including income
from the Playing Fields. It costs in excess of £1.7 million each year to take
care of these 1140 acres of open space and anything you can donate - large
or small - is welcomed.

We now have a donation facility
on our website:
https://www.wpcc.org.uk/support-us/donations
Or you can donate by cheque
or postal order, payable
‘WPCC’ to:

Don’t forget you can add extra value to your donation by ‘gift aiding’ if you are
a tax payer - forms are available from the Ranger’s Office or our website
wpcc.org.uk. Leaving a legacy in your will is another way of supporting the
Commons, and if this is something you would like to do, please contact the
Ranger’s Office for more information.

Ranger’s Office, Manor Cottage
Windmill Road
Wimbledon Common
London
SW19 5NR
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