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Commons Christmas Cards 
available at the Ranger’s Office 

There’s no getting away from it, Christmas is fast 
approaching and we have the perfect Christmas 
Card for you to send this year! 

This beautiful image of the Windmill in the Snow, 
taken by local photographer Jennifer Gilmour, is a 
super reminder of the glory of the windmill...with 
it’s sails intact. 

 
A postage-friendly A6 size, the cards are for sale 
at the Ranger’s Office at £6 for a pack of 10.  We 
also have a selection of last year’s cards for £5, 
also for a pack of 10.   

Can you help the 
Wimbledon Common 
Nature Club? 

The Wimbledon Common Nature Club, originally formed 
under the auspices of the Wildlife Trusts, will be 10 years old 
this year but is in danger of closing unless a co-club leader 
can be found to help out.  

Meeting on the first Sunday of each month in the Information 
Centre on Wimbledon Common, the Club is for children aged 
between 6 and 14 years and is a great way of introducing 
them to nature and getting their hands dirty!  Activities 
include pond-dipping, shelter building, fungi forays and 
nature walks.   
 

If you have a love of nature, and children, and can spare a 
few hours a month, please contact Auriel Glanville on 020 
8540 6154 or e-mail auriel.glanville@btopenworld.com 
 

Welcome to our Newsletter! 
Although Winter is almost upon us, one could be forgiven for thinking that the 

seasons are getting a bit confused.  The mild weather means that trees are still 
 holding on to their leaves, and  some of our plants, such as Yarrow, are 

 still in bloom.  In sheltered spots, blackberry bushes have started to 
flower again!   

  Our wildlife is equally confused, with Red Admiral butterflies still 
   on the wing, albeit slightly battered, and bats can still be  

     seen feeding at dusk and dawn, when they 
should be well into hibernation 

 

Red Admirals still on the wing 
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Volunteers 

As regular 
readers are 
no doubt 
aware, 
during this 
summer/
autumn our 
Wildlife & 
Conservation 
Officer has 
been leading 
the ‘scrub bashers’ who have been helping 
with work to restore our areas of heathland 
by clearing invasive saplings.   

Incredibly, 
between 
July and 
the end of 
November, 
the scrub 
bashers 
have put in 
a total of 
242 voluntary hours - that help is invaluable 
in backing up the work of our Maintenance 
team, freeing them up for more skilled tasks.  

If you would like to become involved with the 
valuable work our group carries out, contact 
Peter@wpcc.org.uk for further information.  

Recent Bird Sightings 

Dave Wills, our local bird expert continues to 
monitor our birdlife 
and his most recent 
sightings include 
Common Snipe, 
Common Crossbill, 
Lesser Redpoll, 
Shoveler, Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker, 
Jack Snipe, Reed 
Bunting, Little Egret, 
Redwing and 

Common Buzzard.  Total species to date this 
year are 96.   

Dave’s annual review for 2015 will be available 
later in January 2016. 

 

Buzzards take advantage of woodland 
clearance work! 

Known as opportunistic  feeders, Buzzards often 
remaining camouflaged on a branch waiting for 
their next meal to pass by.  But so tuned have 
they become to the various noises of the 
equipment used by the foresters carrying out the 
Holly clearance that as soon as the excavator is 
switched on, the Buzzards appear from nowhere 
to feed on the invertebrates that have been left 
behind. 

This is a super opportunity to see one of the 
most impressive birds of prey this winter - with a 
wingspan of between 109cm and 136cm a 
sighting of this bird is something quite special to 
behold. - clearance work will continue along Stag 
Ride until 
the end of 
February 
2016 and 
the team will 
be more 
than happy 
to point you 
in the right 
direction of 
this 
opportunistic 
and very 
smart raptor!   

 

Diary Dates  
Saturday 19th December 2015 10.30am to 
12.30pm - Volunteering - Join Peter for mince 
pies! Meet at the Windmill.   

9th February 2016 - Evening Talk - James Adler 
from the Surrey Wildlife Trust on “Grazing 
Management - The Challenges of Introducing 
Livestock to Public Open Spaces”.   
London Scottish Golf Club SW19 5NQ.  Free event - 
booking required.  Please e-mail 
rangersoffice@wpcc.org.uk  
 

March/April 2016 date TBC - Bat and Moth evening.
  

22nd June - Conservators’ Annual Open Meeting 
Venue TBC 
 

25th & 26th June  - Wimbledon and Putney 
Commons BioBlitz.  Join us for our annual weekend 
of nature! 
 

11th September - WPCC Open Day 
 

18th September - Fungi Walk - Details to follow. 

Redwing 
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Common Buzzard 


