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Sponsoring a bench on Wimbledon and Putney Commons is a special way to connect 

memories with a beloved location.  

Wimbledon and Putney Commons are cherished green spaces in our community. 

Thank you for choosing to celebrate the memories you have made here by dedicating 

a bench, whether it is in tribute to someone who loved the Commons, or to celebrate 

a special occasion.  

By donating a bench here, you will be helping to care for this unique place and help 

keep the Commons thriving.  

This information pack details the process, the locations available, our terms and 

conditions, an application form and how to make your generous donation.  

 



 

 

 

Adopting a Commemorative Bench – the process 
1. Read the terms and conditions and complete this application form 

Please read our terms and conditions and let us know if you have any questions.  

 

2. Choose your inscription  

You are welcome to choose any description you like. We love when an inscription 

makes a connection to whom the bench is dedicated to and the Common. We 

recommend choosing around 25 words over three lines, but the plaques can fit four 

lines. Once you have chosen your wording, we will send this to our engraver who will 

provide a design proof for you to confirm or edit.  

 

3. Make your donation 

To dedicate a bench on the Commons, we ask for a donation of £5,000 (£7,500 for 

Queensmere/Rushmere Green). Please make your donation by bank transfer and 

use ‘your name Bench’ as the payment reference.  

 

Our bank details can be found in the application form of this document. Also included 

is a Gift Aid declaration form. If you are eligible, we would be incredibly grateful if you 

could Gift Aid your donation as it will help make your gift to the Commons go even 

further. Thank you.  

 

4. Installation of your bench 

The bench and plaque are all made to order and can take 6 to 8 weeks to be delivered. 

We will then arrange a date for the Maintenance Team to install your bench in your 

chosen position. If you have an anniversary date that you would like the bench in by 

then please let us know and we shall try to accommodate this. 
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Commemorative Bench – Terms and conditions 

Terms & Conditions of Agreement  

1. Bench sponsorship is for a period of 10 years from the day the bench is placed on 

the Commons.   The estimated lifespan of commemorative benches is 10 years, but 

as benches are kept outside this cannot be guaranteed. If after 10 years the bench 

is deemed to be in an unfit state of repair it will be removed from the Commons. Any 

plaques will be removed and returned to the Ranger’s Office who will contact the 

supporter to enquire if they wish for the plaque to be returned to them.   

2. If after 10 years a commemorative bench is deemed to be in a good state of repair it 

may remain on the Commons at the discretion of Wimbledon and Putney Commons 

Conservators.  The supporter will be contacted to discuss further sponsorship 

options.     

3. Benches are a standard specification and will be supplied by Wimbledon and 

Putney Commons Conservators. Current designs include backs and arms and are 

made from English Oak sourced from sustainably managed woodlands.  

4. Benches will have one standard specification plaque which will be placed in the 

centre of the uppermost wooden slat on the back of the bench. The plaque will 

display a maximum of three lines of engraved lettering, consisting of no more than 

25 characters per line including spaces and punctuation. All wording is to be 

approved by Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators prior to being placed 

on the bench.   

5. If the Ranger’s Office is notified that a repair is needed, the bench will be removed 

from the Commons and assessed. If repairable, it will be repaired and returned to 

the Commons.   

6. If a commemorative bench is deemed “beyond repair” by the Ranger’s Office it will 

be removed from the Commons even if the bench is within the estimated 10 year 

life-span. A replacement bench may be offered at the discretion of Wimbledon and 

Putney Commons Conservators.   Any plaques will be removed and returned to the 

Ranger’s Office who will contact the supporter to enquire if they wish for the plaque 

to be returned to them.   

7. Benches are fixed in their location.  The bench will be placed in the desired part of 

the Commons on delivery, but Wimbledon and Putney Commons Conservators 

reserve the right to move the bench if this becomes necessary for reasons of, but 

not limited to, safety.  The supporter will be advised beforehand.   

8. Benches form a natural part of the Commons and will therefore become weathered, 

attract moss, etc. Benches will not be cleaned, varnished or painted after delivery to 

the Commons. Sponsors may not attempt to maintain benches or their immediate 

environs without the authorisation of Wimbledon and Putney Commons 

Conservators.   Sponsors may not plant any flora in the vicinity of the bench.  

9. It is the responsibility of the sponsor/s to contact the Ranger’s Office to advise of 

any change of contact details.  If contact cannot be made at the end of the 10 year 

period, or sooner if major repairs are required, the bench will, if in suitable condition, 

be offered to new sponsor.  Any plaque will be removed and retained at the 

Ranger’s Office for a period of two years.  
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